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Description

The Terra Cotta Army is one of the greatest archaeological discoveries ever made. Over seven
thousand life-size figures of warriors and horses were interred in the mausoleum of the first
emperor of China-and each figure was individually carved. Weaving together history and a first-
hand account of his experiences in China, John Man tells the fascinating story of how and why
these astonishing figures were created in the third century BC, and how they have become a
symbol of China's history, culture, and society.

Insightful reviews

Don: Qin Shi Huangdi (????), the first emperor of unified China, is best known today for the
thousands of terracotta warriors buried near his mausoleum. These three titles cover diverse
aspects of his life, death, and legacy. While Wood’s book is the much more absorbing read,
Man’s includes two sections of beautiful color plates. The First Emperor: China's Terracotta
Army, published to accompany an exhibition at the British Museum, is lavishly illustrated with
photos and diagrams, and gives the most insight into the construction and meaning of the tomb
sites.

Foggygirl: A facinating read

Sandra Larson: I was surprised to find myself eager to turn pages of this book. The author has a
conversational style and lots to offer regarding the historical background of the "characters"
involved, and regarding the actual making of the terracotta figures.

Troy Parfitt: this is often a fascinating publication written via an writer who's continually defined
as a trip author and historian. Well, he is even more than that. John guy is a hands-on
researcher: he interviews, he investigates, he observes, he calculates - and his enthusiasm is
remarkable and unusually uplifting. he's so surely enthralled with the Terracotta military and its
heritage that it truly is very unlikely to not percentage his enthusiasm. And it's a very fascinating
topic. i've got visible the soldiers and proposal they have been simply all right. They have been
even more exciting to learn about; how they got here to be, the tragedy that happened 4 years
after the pits have been finished, the myriad difficulties the archaeologists face, the entire goods
which have been found, what has but to be unearthed, what's at the moment being deliberate
for the world and much, a lot more. Man's writing sort is obvious - do not search for aptitude -
however it works and you're feeling you could have discovered quite a lot by way of the final
page. this is often the second one John guy booklet i have read, the 1st being the nice Wall,
which was once additionally very good. There aren't many China writers penning books
nowadays approximately really expert China topics, yet this is one; a superb one.

Barbara Atlas: i used to be shocked this held my cognizance for a number of days, nearly a yr
after our stopover at to Xian. I cherished John Man's factors of ways the heritage advanced
from the sparse, biased, and/or behind schedule written bills and actual facts unearthed through
archeologists. I loved the overview of occasions in 1974-1976 while disputes among 80-year-old
Chairman Mao, the group of Four, and destiny leaders ended in money poured into the



 

excavations, museum, and administration of trampling travelers and dignitaries whereas
archeologists persisted to work. and that i beloved learning thee pictures.

Daren: the main points of the actual warriors, the mechanics in their building and the
complicated during which they have been housed and the recovery of them have been superbly
interesting. The ebook additionally delves into the folks and politics and the history, which was
once much less eye-catching for me, yet crucial if a whole realizing of the conditions round the
Terracotta military is required. John guy is methodical in his study and presentation, and the
books is particularly readable, taking over nearly a conversational method at times.Great
pictures integrated also.
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